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ANTI-SEMITISM  PURM  SERMON  TOPIC 


March  29th  Sermon  to  Discuss  Fortune  Magazine 
Editorial  “The  Light  That  Has  Failed” 

“What  Anti-Semitism  Costs  the  Gentile”  will  provide  the  theme  of  Rabbi 
Steinberg’s  sermon  on  Friday  evening,  March  22nd.  Although  the  Sabbath  before 
Purim  is  traditionally  devoted  to  discussing  the  problems  of  anti-Semitism,  the 
coming  sermon  will  offer  an  entirely  novel  approach.  Anti-Semitism  will  be  treated 
as  it  affects  its  promulgators  rather  than  those  against  whom  it  is  directed. 

The  Oneg  Shabbat  following  the  service  will  feature  Mr.  Irving  Davidson, 
well  known  to  the  congregation  as  a  teller  of  Jewish  stories.  Mr.  Davidson  will 
entertain  the  congregants  with  Jewish  humor  appropriate  to  Purim. 


SISTERHOOD  SPONSORS 
BOOK  REVIEW  GROUP 
Rabbi  Steinberg  to  Discuss 
Works  of  Modern  Authors 

The  organization  of  a  book  review 
circle  conducted  by  Rabbi  Steinberg  has 
been  announced  by  the  Sisterhood  under 
whose  auspices  the  group  will  function. 
The  first  of  six  scheduled  meetings  will 
take  place  in  the  Vestry  at  11  A.M.  on 
Tuesday,  April  2nd,  when  Erskine  Cald¬ 
well’s  “Trouble  in  July”  and  Richard 
Wright’s  “Native  Son”  will  be  critically 
analyzed. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  group, 
headed  by  Mrs.  Victor  Herwitz  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Abrams,  has  indicated  that  attend¬ 
ance  is  open  to  all  women  on  payment  of 
a  small  registration  fee;  $2  for  Sisterhood 
members  and  $2.50  for  others.  The  pro¬ 
ceeds  will  be  donated  to  the  Sunday 
School  library  and  Sisterhood  charities. 
Subsequent  meetings  are  scheduled  for 
April  nth  and  16th  and  May  7th,  21st 
and  28th. 

Registration  Opened 

In  addition  to  its  chairman,  the  com¬ 
mittee  consists  of  Mrs.  Jacob  E.  Holzman, 
M  rs.  Lester  Breidenbach,  Mrs.  Moe  Gale, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Klein,  Mrs.  Leonard  Arkin, 
Mrs.  Saul  Godwin,  Mrs.  Samuel  Wohl 
and  Mrs.  Alex  Ostriker.  Registrations  are 
now  being  accepted  by  Mrs.  Lester  Breid¬ 
enbach  in  care  of  the  synagogue. 


The  Sermon  to  be  delivered  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sabbath  eve,  March  29th,  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  refute  a  challenging  editorial  en¬ 
titled  “The  Light  That  Has  Failed” 
which  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  For¬ 
tune  Magazine.  Rabbi  Steinberg  in  attack¬ 
ing  the  indictment  of  religious  tradition, 
will  treat  the  question,  “Has  Religion 
Failed  Civilization?” 

Sermon  Cycle  Concluded 

Last  Friday  evening,  Rabbi  Steinberg 
concluded  his  series  on  modern  Jewish 
heretics  with  a  lecture  on  Otto  Weininger 
and  Arthur  Trebitsch,  rebels  against  min¬ 
ority  identity.  Citing  the  lives  of  his  sub¬ 
jects  as  pointed  examples,  Rabbi  Steinberg 
depicted  the  insecurities,  penalties  and  os¬ 
tracisms  that  beset  Jews  who  vainly  seek 
to  escape  their  identity.  He  concluded 
that  positive  inner  attitudes  toward  group 
tradition  are  vital  to  a  psychically  healthy 
life  for  Jews. 

In  his  treatment  of  Solomon  Maimon, 
Rabbi  Steinberg  illustrated  historically  the 
lag  in  the  cultural  development  of  Jewish 
life  that  resulted  from  the  ghetto.  With¬ 
out  offering  positive  contributions  to  Jew¬ 
ish  thought,  Maimon’s  life  shows  that 
abandonment  of  Judaism  need  not  arise 
from  an  inability  to  accept  the  essential 
content  of  Jewish  theology  but  that  it  may 
result  from  a  failure  to  dissociate  out¬ 
moded  aspects  of  Jewish  life  from  the 
abiding  values  of  Judaism. 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

Young  Folks  League  Meeting 

Tuesday  evening,  March  1 9th,  8:30  P.M. 

Friday  Evening  Service 
March  22nd,  8:30  P.M. 

Oneg  Shabbat  in  Vestry 

Saturday  Morning  Service 
March  23 rd,  9:30  A.M. 

Junior  Congregation 
10:30  A.M. 

Purim  Service  in  Synagogue 

Saturday  evening,  March  23 rd,  7:30  P.M. 

Purim  Celebration  in  Vestry 

8:30  P.M. 

Sunday  School  Sessions 

March  24th,  9:45  A.M. 

Choral  Group 

Monday  evening,  March  25 th 

Sisterhood  Meeting 

Tuesday  afternoon,  March  26th,  1  P.M. 

Coterie  Dance 

Thursday  evening,  March  28 th 

Friday  Evening  Service 
March  2 9th,  8:30  P.M. 

Oneg  Shabbat  in  Vestry 

Saturday  Morning  Service 
March  50th,  9:30  A.M. 

Junior  Congregation 
10:30  A.M. 

Sunday  School  Sessions 

March  31r/,  9:45  A.M. 

Emigre  Group  Meeting 

Sunday  afternoon,  March  31  st,  3:30  P.M. 

Adult  Classes 
Choral  Group 

Monday  evening,  April  1// 


Comments  on  the  Megillah 

by  Rabbi  Erwin  Zimet 

One  of  the  greatest  wonders  which  the 
Megillah  has  to  unfold  is  the  surprising 
fact  that  a  woman  could  keep  a  secret, 
for  it  is  recorded:  “Esther  had  not  shown 
her  kindred  nor  her  people  to  the  king.” 
(Esther  2:20). 

“And  Haman  said  unto  the  king  Aha- 
sueras:  There  is  a  certain  people  scattered 
abroad  and  torn.  .  (Esther  2:8)  Ha¬ 
man  argued :  “For  two  reasons  their  de¬ 
struction  is  certain.  A  nation  that  is 
broken  up  and  scattered,  possesses  no  sol¬ 
idarity.  More  important  still  is  their  lack 
of  harmony  and  accord  with  one  another.” 

Most  deplorable  that  our  enemies  have 
been  able  so  frequently  to  rely  on  the  un¬ 
fortunate  disharmony  among  Jews. 

“Haman  said:  It  is  not  for  the  king’s 
profit  to  suffer  them.”  (Esther  3:8). 

This  seems  to  be  the  inference  of  many 
of  our  enemies,  that  treatment  of  Jews 
should  yield  profit;  but  should  no  returns 
be  forthcoming  they  are  properly  subject 
to  mistreatment.  T  he  fact  that  they  are 
human  beings  is  entirely  ignored. 

NEW  YORK  CRITICS  HAIL 
“AS  A  DRIVEN  LEAF” 

New  York  Times ,  January  28th, 
by  Harold  Strauss 

.  .  .  An  imposing  plausible  and  often  moving 
novel  .  .  .  learned,  thoughtful  and  remarkably 
effective. 

N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune,  January  28th, 
by  Alfred  Kazin 

It  is  a  rare  and  moving  book,  creative  in  its 
thought,  sensitive,  scholarly  without  being  a  docu¬ 
ment  ...  It  has  a  warmth  of  conception  and  an 
intellectual  intensity  that  are  exciting. 

Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle,  January  29th, 
by  Arthur  Rhodes 

The  story  of  Elisha  is  an  unforgettable  one. 
It  glows  with  a  special  radiance  today  when  Jew¬ 
ry’s  tomorrows  are  so  vague. 

N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune,  January  29th, 
by  Lewis  Gannett 

For  modern  rationalists  and  for  the  modern 
men  of  faith  who  find  themselves  betrayed  in 
modern  violence  and  brutality,  the  immediate  im¬ 
portance  of  the  novel  is  obvious.  But  even  on  a 
less  ambitious  plane  .  .  .  this  is  an  impressive 
work. 

N.  Y.  World-Telegram,  February  3rd, 
by  Harry  Hansen 

"As  a  Driven  Leaf,”  by  Milton  Steinberg,  is 
a  lucid  and  convincing  novel. 

New  Yorker  Magazine,  February  1st 

Convincing,  historical  and  scholarly  background 
and  a  good  deal  of  philosophical  discussion — and 
very  interesting,  too. 
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CONGREGATIONS  JOINS 
IN  PURIM  OBSERVANCE 

Singing  and  Social  to 
Follow  in  Vestry  Rooms 

Following  its  annual  tradition,  the  Con¬ 
gregation  will  assemble  in  the  Synagogue 
next  Saturday  evening,  March  23rd  at 
7:30  P.M.  for  the  observance  of  Purim. 
A  brief  introductory  service  will  precede 
the  reading  of  the  Megillah,  the  Scroll  of 
Esther.  As  has  been  the  custom,  the  open¬ 
ing  and  closing  chapters  will  be  chanted 
in  Hebrew.  The  main  body  of  the  text, 
however,  will  be  recited  in  English  by 
members  of  the  congregation. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Megillah  a 
social  will  be  held  in  the  Vestry  rooms. 
The  congregation  will  join  in  group  sing¬ 
ing  and  will  witness  the  performance  of 
an  original  “Gilbert  and  Sullivanized” 
Purim  operetta  as  presented  by  the  High 
School  department  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Details  of  the  performance  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Attention  of  Scroll  readers  is  called  to 
an  enclosed  leaflet  which  provides  a  con¬ 
venient  guide  to  the  observance  of  Purim 
in  the  home.  In  view  of  the  happy  nature 
of  the  occasion,  readers  are  urged  to  take 
full  advantage  of  the  suggestions  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  leaflet. 

Program  of  Service  Music 

Music  for  Friday  evening  services  for 
March  22nd  and  29th  has  been  announced 
by  Cantor  Putterman.  The  chants  and 
choral  works  will  include : 

L’cho  Dodi  . Naumbourg 

Borchu  . Bloch 

Shma  . Bloch 

Mi  Chomocho  . Saminsky 

V’shomru  . Binder 

May  the  Words . Saminsky 

Vayechulu  . Traditional 

Kiddush  . Traditional 

arr.  Putterman 
Va-anachnu  . Bloch 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Members  of  the  congregation  who 
have  moved  are  asked  to  communicate 
their  new  addresses  to  Mr.  Emanuel 
Rosenthal,  secretary,  as  soon  as  possible. 


TEMPLE  TID-BITS 

by  Fay  P.  Wiener 

Reported  Missing:  The  Gulf  Stream  off  Key 
West  is  minus  two  sharks  and  five  barracudas  in 
testimony  to  Nat  Hess’  skill  with  the  tackle.  A 
"reeling”  good  time  was  had  by  all  except  the 
poor  fish  .  .  .  Going,  going,  gone:  We  thought 
we  had  bid  the  last  good-byes  of  the  season,  but 
this  week  sees  our  ranks  depleted  by  the  Shepard 
Shapiros  and  the  Paul  Aschners  .  .  .  Mrs.  Harry 
Fisher  dropped  in  to  say  hello  to  friend  husband, 
and  is  now  once  more  Florida  bound  .  .  .  Things 
we’d  like  to  lay  our  hands  on:  The  gold  medal¬ 
lion  weighing  eight  ounces,  given  to  Louisa  Mayer 
by  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  most  outstand¬ 
ing  civic  achievement.  Presented  but  once  in  every 
five  years,  Miss  Mayer  was  the  first  woman,  the 
first  Jew  and  the  first  non-politician  to  be  so 
honored.  The  award  is  reposing  in  a  vault  since 
we  evinced  such  exorbitant  interest  in  it  .  .  . 
Some  good  addresses:  Our  thanks  to  Jesse  G. 
Fox,  Henry  Rapaport  and  I.  B.  Oseas  for  their 
stimulating  messages  to  the  Emigre  Group  .  .  . 
Did  you  hear  Author  Milton  Steinbergs  radio 
broadcast  the  other  night?  .  .  .  Upon  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  discourse  before  the  Hunter  College 
students,  Samuel  Grand,  Sunday  School  "Prince,” 
proved  once  again  that  his  name  fits  him  like  a 
glove  .  .  .  Weather  clear,  track  fast:  While  it 
is  not  our  intention  to  encourage  gambling  or 
disseminate  racing  news,  we  feel  that  we  cannot 
selfishly  hoard  the  following  tip — a  horse  chris¬ 
tened  "Lou  Shapiro”  is  making  turf  history  at 
the  New  Orleans  track.  We  bet  he’ll  win  by  a 
nose.  Judgment  Day  at  the  Synagogue:  There 
were  no  dissenting  opinions  at  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Albert  Cohn’s  son,  Roy.  The  ju¬ 
diciary  was  well  represented.  Justices  prevailed 
and  there  were  enough  Honors  to  start  several 
bridge  games  .  .  .  Herman  Hoffman,  campaign 
manager  for  the  incumbent  Justice  Carroll  D. 
Walter,  has  been  appointed  Supervisor  of  the 
temporary  chairman  in  the  American  Labor  Party 
dispute,  having  been  designated  in  this  case  by 
congregant  Justice  I.  Wasservogel  .  .  .  Have  you 
ever  noticed  the  attractive  picture  that  Justice 
Julius  Miller  and  his  son,  Peter,  make  on  Friday 
nights?  .  .  .  Accidents  do  happen:  Mrs.  William 
Heller  is  slinging  it  instead  of  swinging  it  these 
days  because  she  is  nursing  a  fractured  arm  re¬ 
ceived  while  bob-sledding  at  her  country  home 
.  .  .  Green  with  envy:  For  many  years,  one  of 
our  members  led  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Parade  in 
the  band  contingent.  His  rotund  form  increased 
threefold  by  the  addition  of  a  drum  around  his 
middle  was  a  long  familiar  sight — Now,  March 
17th  finds  him  only  an  onlooker  and  a  wistful 
one  at  that — his  name,  sh-sh-sh  /.  Mickey  Wiener 
— Boy,  will  we  get  it — If  this  column  shouldn’t 
appear  next  issue,  you’ll  know  the  reason  why  .  .  . 
For  the  hundredth  time:  No,  No,  No,  that 
wasn’t  Margo  that  walked  down  the  aisle  Friday 
night  .  .  .  Condolences  of  the  Congregation: 
To  Mrs.  Samuel  Goldstein  on  the  loss  of  her 
father  ...  To  Mrs.  Charles  Brendler  on  the  loss 
of  her  brother  .  .  .  Birthday  congratulations: 
To  Mrs.  Mathilda  Heller  on  her  75th  ...  To 
Mrs.  Adolf  Luebeck  on  her  77th  ...  To  Mrs. 
Frieda  Ochs. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  PLAYS 
FEATURE  PURIM  THEME 

Original  Presentations 
Very  Well  Received 

On  March  17th,  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
Junior  Dramatic  Society  of  the  Sunday 
School  presented  “Reunion  in  Shushan, 
1940”  written  and  directed  by  Deborah 
Miller.  The  cast  included  Sally  Liberman 
as  Esther,  Victor  Norman  as  King  Aha- 
sueras,  Arnold  Garfinkel  as  Haman,  Jane 
Levy  as  Vashti,  in  the  principal  roles  with 
Zelda  Gale  as  reader. 

The  chorus  was  made  up  of  groups  of 
Jesters,  Princesses  and  Haman’s  ill-fated 
sons,  who  were  represented  by: 

Jester* 

Helen  Chusid  Sandra  Ritter 

Dorothy  Davis  Ruth  Suckno 

Jacqueline  Klein  Elinor  Wechsler 

Barbara  Klausner 


Leila  Paul 
Ellen  Godwin 
Jean  Sack 
Marjorie  Robbins 
Sue  Miller 


Princesses 

Esta  Rae  Fritz 
Carol  Phillips 
Judith  Balaban 
Dora  Millheiser 
Sally  Luchs 


Haman’s  Sons 


Jack  Friedman 
Harold  Gellert 
Harry  Hertz 
Stephen  Nieman 


Teddy  Robinson 
James  Stovin 
Joel  Zneimer 
Robert  Witte 


At  the  Purim  Carnival  the  Purim  issue 
of  the  Scroll,  the  religious  school  publica¬ 
tion,  was  distributed.  The  cover  for  this 
issue  was  drawn  by  Anne  Stern  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Ritter  was  Editor-in-Chief.  Faculty 
advisers  are  Rabbi  Zimet  and  the  Misses 
Rabinoff  and  Kaufman. 


Congregation  to  View  Purim  Operetta 

On  Saturday  evening,  March  23rd, 
after  the  reading  of  the  Megillah,  the 
congregation  will  adjourn  to  the  Vestry 
rooms  for  a  social  including  the  presenta¬ 
tion  by  the  High  School  department  of  an 
original  Purim  Operetta. 

This  work  was  collected  and  arranged 
from  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  tunes  and 
adapted  to  the  Purim  story  by  Messrs. 
Panger,  Rivlin  and  Davis.  This  opus  saw 
its  first  performance  at  the  Sunday  School 
Purim  Party  last  Sunday,  March  17th. 


COTERIES  PLAN  DANCE 

The  annual  Spring  Dance  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  three  Coterie  divisions  has 
been  announced  for  March  28th.  A  snap¬ 
py  orchestra  and  refreshments  will  feature 
the  event  which  all  young  folks  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend. 

A  party  is  on  the  calendar  of  the  senior 
group  for  March  30th  to  be  followed  in 
subsequent  weeks  by  a  picnic,  a  debate 
with  another  temple  and  the  presentation 
of  a  play.  The  last  regular  meeting  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Kay  Stern  when  an 
evening  of  dancing,  games  and  eating  was 
enjoyed. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  junior  Coteries 
will  be  held  at  the  temple  on  March  23rd 
to  be  followed  on  April  23rd  by  a  social 
at  the  home  of  Hortense  Levy. 

SISTERHOOD  FLASHES 

by  Minette  S.  Holzman 

Birthday  Party 
Tuesday,  March  26th 
1:30  P.M. 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO  YOU  AND  YOU 
AND  YOU! 

Every  member  of  Sisterhood  will  be  congrat¬ 
ulated  personally  on  March  26th.  No  end  of 
surprises  are  in  the  offing — we  cannot  tell  you 
a  thing  about  the  program  because  then  our  sur¬ 
prises  would  not  be  surprises — and  a  "word  to 
the  wise”  should  be  sufficient!  -So  be  sure  you 
do  not  miss  the  party  .  .  .  For  members  only. 

Ads  for  the  Spring  Luncheon  Journal  are  be¬ 
ing  accepted  every  Tuesday  morning  from  11 
o’clock  on  by  Mrs.  Hermine  Berger,  Chairman. 
If  you  personally  cannot  approach  a  contact, 
please  submit  the  names  to  the  Chairman — and 
the  committee  will  get  it. 

Please  look  on  page  1  for  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  Spring  Book  Review  Course,  sponsored  by 
Sisterhood. 

The  cast: 

Mordecai  _ Norman  Siegel 

Esther . . . . . . Florence  Suckno 

King  - Walter  Scheinman 

Vashti  . . . . . . Hortense  Levy 

Haman  _ _ _ Michael  Weiss 

Usher  _ _ _ Daniel  Panger 

Judge  . . . . . . Norman  Siegel 

Foreman  . . . _ . . . . . Albert  Gerstle 

Radio  Man  _ Daniel  Panger 

Anna  . . . . Anne  Schakne 

Anne  . . . . . . . Anne  Schakne 

Fannah _ Betty  Marquith 

Diana  _ Janice  Newman 

Curtain  Puller _ _ _ Robert  Greenberg 

Chorus — 

Ruth  Drachsler,  Henny  Priester,  Betty  Mar¬ 
quith,  Lillien  Weinrib,  Anne  Schakne,  Janice 

Newman 

Scenery  for  the  production  is  constructed 
by  David  Becker  and  the  production  was 
directed  by  Moshe  Davis  and  Grace 
Merlub. 


